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At the beginning was writing…

(CC) Matt Zhang - Author
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IMRAD : Introduction, Methods, Results, 
and Discussion

Sollaci, Luciana B., and Mauricio G. Pereira. « The introduction, methods, results, and discussion (IMRAD) structure: a fifty-year survey ». Journal of 
the Medical Library Association 92(3) (July 2004): 364-71. 

Text organization of published articles in the British Medical Journal from 1935 to 1985 (n = 341)
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(CC BY) Deveion acker - How much longer??
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2017
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« There are very few people in this room, 

who would want to read some of this 
scientific information, and in fact draw 
wrong conclusions from it... I will say again; 
let us be careful because this rather 
enticing statement that everybody should 
be able to see everything could lead to 

chaos. » 
John Jarvis, Managing Director of Wiley Europe. 2004.

Suber, Peter. Open Access. MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series. Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press, 2012. http://
mitpress.mit.edu/books/open-access.

« Il y a très peu de personnes dans cette 

salle qui voudraient lire ces publications 

scientifiques, et qui en fait en tireraient 
des conclusions erronées… Je le redis, il 
faut être très prudent avec l’idée 
séduisante que tout le monde pourrait lire 
tout : cela pourrait nous mener au chaos 

» 
John Jarvis, Managing Director of Wiley Europe. 2004.

Welcome to chaos !
2004
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« In a May 2007 blog post, physician R. W. Donnell accused 
the New England Journal of Medicine of ‘tabloid based 
medicine’ for providing OA to an editorial and peer-
reviewed article on the drug Avandia. The problem seems to 
be that the two OA pieces triggered ‘millions of Google 
search queries for Avandia’ ».

Welcome to « tabloid-based medicine »

Suber, Peter. Open Access. MIT Press Essential Knowledge Series. Cambridge, Mass: MIT 
Press, 2012. http://mitpress.mit.edu/books/open-access.

2007

10

« academic research publication 
is a form of teaching that 
assumes some prior knowledge. 
For those who wish to have 
access, there is an admission 
cost. »

Robin Osborne is professor of ancient history, fellow and senior tutor at King's College, Cambridge 
Cited in Eve, Martin Paul. Open Access and the Humanities: Contexts, Controversies and the Future. 
University Printing House, Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 2014.

2013
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« No to the state control of 
French scholarly journals! »

« Neither free nor an author: that will 
be the condition of tomorrow’s 
researcher. This is in complete 
contradiction with the intellectual 
independence of academics, which has 
been proudly demanded since the 
Enlightenment and is reaffirmed by 
intellectual property law »

http://abonnes.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2016/01/12/non-a-l-etatisation-des-revues-de-savoir-francaises_4846027_3232.html?xtmc=open_access&xtcr=6

2016
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http://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/


« and all of a sudden they found 
themselves with Sartre in their hands »

« I am convinced that there needs to be an aristocracy of readers »

1964
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The reader is notably absent

(CC BY NC ND) Julian Ortiz
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Amplification
« If publishing is anything, 
if public content means 
anything, it lies in the idea 
of amplification » 

Bhaskar, Michael. The Content Machine : Towards a Theory of 
Publishing from the Printing Press to the Digital Network. 
London; New York: Anthem Press, 2013, p. 7.
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« The attention income has been multiplied twice: first by making the 
content available online, and then through open access »

« Attention income »

Franck, Georg. “Chapitre 2. Économie de l’attention.” In L’économie de l’attention, edited by Yves CITTON, 55–72. La Découverte, 2014, page 54.
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A mapping of production  
and not of usages

https://blog.core.ac.uk/2017/02/03/core-now-offers-5-millions-of-open-access-full-text-research-papers/
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Open Access journals heatmap

https://www.scinoptica.com/en/2016/09/open-access-heatmap-2016/
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Increasing interest in usages

https://libraries.mit.edu/news/milestone-faculty-access/19017/ 
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OpenAccessButton
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« These statistics are based on extensive server log data supplied by Alexandra Elbakyan, the neuroscientist who created 
Sci-Hub in 2011 as a 22-year-old graduate student in Kazakhstan. I asked her for the data because, in spite of the flurry of 
polarized opinion pieces, blog posts, and tweets about Sci-Hub and what effect it has on research and academic publishing, 
some of the most basic questions remain unanswered: Who are Sci-Hub’s users, where are they, and what are they 

reading? »

Bohannon, John. « Who’s downloading pirated papers? Everyone ». Science, 28 avril 2016. doi:10.1126/science.aaf5664.
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What measurements do we have to understand 
reading usages?

(CC BY NC ND) Julian Ortiz - Big reader
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The logs
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© http://areyouahuman.com/ 
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© http://areyouahuman.com/ 
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-A tool for server management 

-No sessions as such 

-Does not measure number of clicks 

-Etc.

The instrument’s limitations…
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Often extracted from logs, COUNTER statistics do not run into the 
same problems because they content themselves with measuring 
the closed space that is the university campus.

COUNTER 
Counting Online Usage of Networked Electronic Resources

https://www.projectcounter.org/
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Snitches
Julian Ortiz - Bored reader
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• More reliable information 
• Richer information
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• Same qualities as Google Analytics 
• Controlled hosting 
• Data control 
• Digital sovereignty
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 « Heatmaps »
32
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Improving relevance
Piwik/Awstats rawo

0.0%

17.5%

35.0%

52.5%

70.0%

OpenEdiwon Books Revues.org Hypothèses Calenda

34.9%

45.0%

61.6%

66.8%
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460 journals 

69% open access 
25% non French journals 
50 new applications/year

35 000 events 

500 submissions/month

2000 academic blogs 
5 languages 
Biggest academic blogging platform in the world 
10 applications/week

4000 books 
75 university presses from 13 countries 
+1000 books/year
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Peter Bowdidge  - A Manjimup Reader

What we know
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• « All other things being equal, the longer the duration of 
the embargo, the lower the number of “views”  » 

• « The longer the embargo period, the more views are 
lost from one year to the next. The loss of readership 
linked to this embargo starts from the first year. » 

• « the rebound effect of the lifting of the embargo is 

greater when it is long. » 

• « The total audience for a journal (over several years) is 
much lower when the embargo period is long. The loss 

of readership seems to start with embargoes of one 

year. »

« How long before open access in French 
social sciences and humanities journals? »

http://www.ipp.eu/en/publication/n19-how-long-before-open-access-in-french-social-sciences-and-humanities-journals/

IPP Report n°11 – July 2015
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http://www.slate.com/articles/technology/technology/2013/06/how_people_read_online_why_you_won_t_finish_this_article.html
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Haustein, Stefanie. « Readership Metrics ». In Beyond Bibliometrics: Harnessing Multidimensional Indicators of Scholarly Impact,  ed. Blaise 
Cronin and Cassidy R. Sugimoto, 1st edition. Cambridge, Massachusetts: The MIT Press, 2014.

• Priem, Jason. « Altmetrics » 
• Haustein, Stefanie. « Readership Metrics » 

• Citations vs downloads 
• COUNTER limitations
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Gallica

2 3 4
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In search of the lay reader…
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Piwik indicates that 80% of visitors never come back

An unexpected, lay, occasional reader
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1. « People are task-oriented, rather than exploration-oriented, when seeking 
information. Most of the time, they want information to help them determine 
how to act, rather than context to help them evolve how they think.» 

2. Wikipedia’s reputation isn’t strong enough: users « dip in and out » 

3. Mobile usages and specific browsers: UC Browser and Opera Mini.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikimedia_Foundation_and_Reboot_New_Readers_Research_-_Nigeria_%26_India_Highlights_-_July_2016.pdf
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Access stories: Sci-Hub

49

Access stories: Sci-Hub
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The research workshop
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9:45 minutes

July 2017
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2:21 minutes
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Access models

(CC) Blondinrikard Fröberg Follow Torsten - Math teacher
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The long tail: Toward bibliodiversity?

https://www.wired.com/2004/10/tail/© Wired 2004
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From « sleeping beauty »…

« A ‘Sleeping Beauty in Science’ is a 
publication that goes unnoticed (‘sleeps’) 
for a long time and then, almost suddenly, 
attracts a lot of attention (‘is awakened by 
a prince’). » 

Raan, Anthony F. J. van. « Sleeping Beauties in Science ». Scientometrics 59(3) (2004): 467-72. doi:10.1023/
B:SCIE.0000018543.82441.f1.

…to « sleeping prince » ?
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The unexpected reader

http://blogs.library.duke.edu/scholcomm/2011/11/15/the-unexpected-reader/
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The figurative representation of the prophet Muhammad

The unexpected reader

https://ifpo.hypotheses.org/4445
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La représentawon figurée du prophète Muhammad – Views/downloads
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The unexpected reader

https://ifpo.hypotheses.org/4445
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La représentawon figurée du prophète Muhammad – Views/downloads
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The unexpected reader

X 343

Average: 1130 visits per month. Min: 600.
Average: 225 visits per month. Max: 575.
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Umberto 
The unexpected reader detector
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Phase 1: Ingestion
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Phase 2: Analysis and processing
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Phase 3: Enrichments and a survey
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Phase 4: Interpretations
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Methodological questions

Peter Werkman (www.peterwerkman.nl) - Reading water
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• Choosing Piwik 

– Volumetry: 15GB MySQL 

• Problem of managing browser history 
collected as logs  

– Log volumetry: 2.5TB of logs, 11 billion lines

Phase 1: Ingestion
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Phase 2: Analysis

Highly heterogeneous distributions
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The paradox of the pilot’s seat

Cockpit of Concorde. CC BY SA -  Christian Kath
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Time variations
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Time breakdown
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Sylvie Fortin et Serge Maynard, « Progrès de la médecine, progrès technologiques et 
pratiques cliniques : les soignants se racontent », Anthropologie & Santé [En ligne], 5 | 2012, 
mis en ligne le 27 novembre 2012, consulté le 07 août 2017. URL : http://
anthropologiesante.revues.org/1015  ; DOI : 10.4000/anthropologiesante.1015

An example (with time breadkdown)

78

Sylvie Fortin et Serge Maynard, « Progrès de la médecine, progrès technologiques et 
pratiques cliniques : les soignants se racontent », Anthropologie & Santé [En ligne], 5 | 2012, 
mis en ligne le 27 novembre 2012, consulté le 07 août 2017. URL : http://
anthropologiesante.revues.org/1015  ; DOI : 10.4000/anthropologiesante.1015

Linear regression model
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Sylvie Fortin et Serge Maynard, « Progrès de la médecine, progrès technologiques et 
pratiques cliniques : les soignants se racontent », Anthropologie & Santé [En ligne], 5 | 2012, 
mis en ligne le 27 novembre 2012, consulté le 07 août 2017. URL : http://
anthropologiesante.revues.org/1015  ; DOI : 10.4000/anthropologiesante.1015

Restricted Cubic Spline 
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Julien Zarifian, « U.S. Foreign Policy in the 1990s and 2000s, and the Case of the South 
Caucasus (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia) », European journal of American studies [Online], 
10-2 | 2015, document 20, Online since 14 August 2015, connection on 31 July 2017. URL: 
http://ejas.revues.org/11135; DOI: 10.4000/ejas.11135
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« Jolly good ale and old: or, where early modern people perpetually drunk ? », The 
Recipes Project, 20/09/2016. http://recipes.hypotheses.org/8385 
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« Pratical magic in a Suffolk village », The Recipes Project, 04/04/2017. http://
recipes.hypotheses.org/9190 
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• Editorial data: metadata, container, 
content, etc. 

• Complementary traffic data: referrer sites, 
session lengths, geographic location of 
visits, etc. 

• External data from referrer sites and the 
news.

Phase 3: Adding information
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• All this allows for a probable interpretation 
of the anomaly. 

Phase 4: Interpretation
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The Egyptian architect  
Hassan Fathy

Paquot, Thierry. « Hassan Fathy, construire avec ou pour le peuple? » Cahiers d’histoire. Revue d’histoire critique, no 
109 (1 juillet 2009): 15-25.

1700
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The Egyptian architect  
Hassan Fathy

Paquot, Thierry. « Hassan Fathy, construire avec ou pour le peuple? » Cahiers d’histoire. Revue d’histoire critique, no 
109 (1 juillet 2009): 15-25.
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The Egyptian architect Hassan Fathy

Paquot, Thierry. « Hassan Fathy, construire avec ou pour le peuple? » Cahiers d’histoire. Revue d’histoire critique, no 
109 (1 juillet 2009): 15-25.
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The Roman Spring of Mrs Stone

Constantine, Theoharis Theoharis. « The kindness of strangers : savage rescue in Tennessee Williams’ The roman spring of mrs. 
Stone ». Journal of the Short Story in English. Les Cahiers de la nouvelle, no 29 (1 septembre 1997). http://jsse.revues.org/138.

More than 700
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The Roman Spring of Mrs Stone

Constantine, Theoharis Theoharis. « The kindness of strangers : savage rescue in Tennessee Williams’ The roman spring of mrs. 
Stone ». Journal of the Short Story in English. Les Cahiers de la nouvelle, no 29 (1 septembre 1997). http://jsse.revues.org/138.

June 2016 - TCM
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The Roman Spring of Mrs Stone

Constantine, Theoharis Theoharis. « The kindness of strangers : savage rescue in Tennessee Williams’ The roman spring of mrs. 
Stone ». Journal of the Short Story in English. Les Cahiers de la nouvelle, no 29 (1 septembre 1997). http://jsse.revues.org/138.
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http://www.topito.com/top-evenements-historiques-sf

“Maybe we’ll meet again one future day”

Baillaud, Lucien. « Les chemins de fer et l’heure légale ». Revue d’histoire des chemins de fer, no 35 (2006). doi:10.4000/
rhcf.416.

4th April 2017
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http://www.topito.com/top-evenements-historiques-sf

“Maybe we’ll meet again one future day”

Baillaud, Lucien. « Les chemins de fer et l’heure légale ». Revue d’histoire des chemins de fer, no 35 (2006). doi:10.4000/
rhcf.416.

4th April 2017

2000
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Mutual aid and survival in the Middle Ages

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/68chuk/whats_a_lpt_from_medieval_times/

Taylor-Poleskey, M. « Beer soup: The Breakfast of Early Modern Rulers ». The Recipes Project. Consulté 
le 7 août 2017. https://recipes.hypotheses.org/1410.
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Day Without Immigrants

Benita Heiskanen, « “A Day Without Immigrants” », European journal of American studies [Online], 4-3 | 2009, 
document 3, Online since 01 December 2009, connection on 07 August 2017. URL : http://ejas.revues.org/7717  ; 
DOI : 10.4000/ejas.7717 

500

16th February 2017
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(CC BY) Voces de la Frontera - Day without Latinos, Milwaukee - 2007

Day Without Immigrants
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Christian Marcadet, « Le samba : un genre populaire chanté emblématique ni afro-descendant ni occidentalisé, mais 
spécifiquement brésilien », Volume ! [En ligne], 8 : 1 | 2011, mis en ligne le 15 mai 2013, consulté le 07 août 2017. URL : 
http://volume.revues.org/101  ; DOI : 10.4000/volume.101 

Predictible events ?
110

Late Feb / Early March
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Christian Marcadet, « Le samba : un genre populaire chanté emblématique ni afro-descendant ni occidentalisé, mais 
spécifiquement brésilien », Volume ! [En ligne], 8 : 1 | 2011, mis en ligne le 15 mai 2013, consulté le 07 août 2017. URL : 
http://volume.revues.org/101  ; DOI : 10.4000/volume.101 

Predictible events ?
Late Feb / Early March
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761 « extreme » anomalies 

Media effect 

•Google effect 

•Community effect (including Facebook) 

•News effect 

Outlines of a typology
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Nb: there doesn’t seem to be a translation of the Piranha effect on the English-language Wikipedia. Get typing! 

Piranha effect

Wikipedians distinguish the following effects in 
Piranha effects: 
- pages for deletion effect 
- scavenger effects (“charognard”) 
- news-related effects 
- Google effect, especially Doodles
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Doodle - 132th anniversary
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There are proporVonally more cases for blogs 

than for arVcles

-15%

0%

15%

30%

45%

60%

Hypotheses Revues.org

-6%

7%

Documents >50 daily single visitors over 6 months (100%= Hypothèses+Revues.org+OpenEdiwon Books+Calenda)
Unexpected reader documents
Over- or underrepresentawon

102

No geographic or time-dependent  
tropism identified 

Blue : sample of 1M visits. Red: Unexpected readers. (CC BY) Pierre-Carl Langlais
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Outliers Standard

A Sunday reader?
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An opportunity for the HSS
Stefano Corso - Opportunities Rush
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At the end of the story… the return of writing!
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Joël Gombin, Pierre-Carl Langlais, Marin Dacos, Mikaël Cixous, Elodie Faath

The unexpected reader detector: The team

Contact us at lab@openedition.org 
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Thank you!
Marin Dacos - Joël Gombin - Pierre-Carl Langlais - Elodie Faath - Mikael Cixous. And the whole OpenEdition team!
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